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General Meeting—Tuesday 3 March at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Alison Pouliot 
Talk title: Clandestine Trysts and Benevolent Acts—the Secret World of Garden Fungi. 


AGM and Members Night—Tuesday 7 April at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Trevor Pescott 
Talk title: Three early naturalists of the Geelong region. 


Bird Group Meeting—Thursday 19 March at 8.00 p.m. 

Jeff Davies, supervising artist for the critically acclaimed Australian Bird Guide, will be our guest for part Il of his series 
on ID puzzles. This time Jeff will be ‘pulling apart’ Pacific Gulls and Kelp Gulls and some of the shorebird ID which can 
cause consternation and head-scratching amongst the most seasoned observers. 








In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Rosalind Ellinger, Portarlington; Andrea Carroll-Haigh, Geelong West; Sarah King, Newtown; 
John & Deidre Beckworth, Newtown; Justin Pilgrim, Highton; Juke Campbell-Beschorner, Werribee; 
Dana Thacker, Newcomb 


We wish them a long and happy association. 








Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 30 March. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the April edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow morrowjane5@gmail.com 





GFNC is on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 
A private online discussion group for members to share observations and other information is also available 
www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted. 








Geelong Naturalist on Trove 


Recent copies of our magazine are now being uploaded digitally to the National and State Libraries and are 
downloadable from Trove. 


You can find them quickly via this short link bit.ly/Geelong_Naturalist 





Obtain your username and password to add records to the GFNC website 


www.gfnc.org.au 
Login is required if you wish to add observations. 


Contact info@gfnc.org.au to receive your user name. You can then create your own password. 








The photo on the front cover of a Jumping Spider, subfamily Salticinae, was taken by Kelly Clitheroe at the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens on 16/02/2020. 


The photo on the back cover, by Helen Scofield, shows a European Honey Bee covered in pollen, 11/03/2019 (see 
Helen’s article ‘Are you ready for the next Wild Pollinator Count?’ on p. 5). 








Mailing Roster 
March: Joan Korn 





April: Jan Venters 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 2020 


The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 7 April 2020 at 8.00 p.m. in the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Meeting Room. 


Agenda: 

1. Apologies. 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2019 AGM. 

3. Committee Report on the activities of the Club for 2019. 

4. Treasurer’s Report including the presentation of the financial statements for 2019. 
5. Election of Committee office bearers in following order: 


a. President 

b. Vice-President 

c. Secretary 

d. Treasurer 

e. Minute Secretary 


. Vote on the resolution to elect up to 7 ordinary members of the Committee, followed by election of ordinary 


committee members. 


. Any other business. Members to advise the Secretary of any item of business that they wish to be included 


in the agenda as ‘Other business’ by 20 March 2020. 


The AGM will be followed by a Members’ Night. 


Call for Nominations for 2020-21 Committee 


The GFNC Committee is calling for nominations for positions on the new Committee for 2020—21. 
The Committee meets at 7.30 p.m. on the third Monday of the month, in months as specified in the GFNC meeting 
program. It is typically 6 meetings a year. 
All current office bearer and ordinary member Committee positions will be open for election. The Committee 
requests that members consider nominations for the various positions to help and contribute to the running of the 
Club’s activities. 
The Secretary will seek to close nominations on 3 April 2020, although late nominations can be accepted at any 
time prior to the chair of the AGM calling the election for that position. Members may nominate themselves, or (with 
their permission) be nominated by another member. 
The office bearers of the Committee are: 

e President (currently vacant) 

e Vice-President (currently vacant) 

e Secretary 

e Treasurer 

e Minute Secretary 
In addition, there are places for several ordinary members in general committee positions. In the current Committee 
we have 4 filled positions. These members support the office bearers in the operation of the Club, and often take 
on specific tasks. 
Members are urged to consider joining the Committee in one of these roles. The Club depends on full 
committee membership to maintain our range of activities for members and keep the load on the other 
committee members sustainable. 
Members over the age of 18 can nominate themselves for positions on the Committee, preferably by email to the 
GFNC Secretary info@gfnc.org.au 
Alternatively, members can nominate another member by emailing the GFNC Secretary and specifying the 
nominated person, who must have accepted this nomination in advance and be copied into the nomination email. 
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Excursion report—Avalon and Limeburners Lagoon 
16 February 2020 


istory of northern Corio Bay 

The geological and topographic makeup of the lands 
to the north of Corio Bay has influenced the early 
development of the area by European settlers. Ships 
bringing produce to the settlers of the Geelong area 
required ballast for trim when leaving with less cargo. 
The basalt rock from the area was used as ballast from 
1854. Outcrops of freshwater limestone were quarried 
from the Hovells Creek area and ‘lime-burning’ was a 
productive early industry, supplying demand for lime 
used in mortar in many buildings across the state. 


The shallow waters of northern Corio Bay were used to 
culture oysters during the 1800s—some of that same 
area later became part of the extensive Cheetham 
Saltworks. Shell-grit was also collected extensively in the 
late 1800s. Today, the area still hosts aquaculture 
enterprises and Barros quarry near Pt Lillias continues to 
extract basalt for a variety of uses. For a detailed account 
of the history of this area, we recommend reference to 
The Enigma of Snake Island: The history of Corio Bay’s 
northern shore by Rob Ganley. 


Avalon 

Since the finish of salt production, many of the 
evaporation ponds previously used to process salt have 
dried up due to lack of water flow. However, the ponds 
closest to Avalon Beach still have saline water present 
and this is an attraction to many bird species, including 
species of migratory waders. The bunds between the 
ponds contain a variety of saltmarsh plants. The area 
remains a productive site for naturalists to visit. 


The February GFNC excursion is now being held in the 
afternoon, so we met at the carpark at Avalon Beach at 
4.00 p.m. It was pleasing to be able to welcome several 
new faces to our group. After a brief explanation of 
prominent landmarks such as Pt Wilson, Pt Lillias, Bird 
Rock and Barros Quarry, we walked north along the 
entrance road and then along the bunds separating the 
ponds. 


Bird highlights from the Avalon area included large 
numbers of Banded Stilts (830), Curlew Sandpipers and 
Marsh Sandpipers. It was useful for those less familiar 
with some of the wader species to be able to compare 
identification characteristics by seeing the differing 
species together. This area is a favoured spot to be able 
to see wader species from a vehicle without having to 
walk too far. Avalon beach eBird list https://ebird.org/ 
australia/checklist/S64551675 


Native plant species were observed along the northern 
Corio Bay shoreline in an area frequently inundated by 
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Barry Lingham and Bernie Lingham 


tidal waters. Marsh Saltbush Atriplex paludosa ssp. 
paludosa was identifiable by its distinctive heart or 
triangular-shaped bracteoles (small bracts on flower 
stems). Large swathes of flowering Southern Sea-heath 
Frankenia pauciflora var. gunnii were present along with 
widespread Rounded Noon-flower Disphyma crassifolium 
ssp. clavellatum. Austral Sea-blite Suaeda australis was 
common and there were extensive patches of 
glassworts—Beaded Glasswort Salicornia quinqueflora 
ssp. quinqueflora and Shrubby Glasswort Tecticornia 
arbuscula. 


Along the roadside and in higher areas along the bunds 
that were rarely inundated we also observed Grey 
Glasswort Tecticornia halocnemoides ssp. 
halocnemoides, Thick-head Glasswort Salicornia 
blackiana, and Coast Bonefruit Threlkeldia diffusa. Quite 
a number of introduced species were also present. 


Limeburners Lagoon 

Our final destination was Limeburners Lagoon near 
Geelong Grammar. We gathered at the rotunda for a bite 
to eat and to watch the movements of birds on 
Limeburners Lagoon—the estuary of Hovells Creek. A 
sub-adult White Bellied Sea-Eagle that flew over quite 
low and several Great Crested Grebes kept us 
entertained. After eating, we walked north along the 
pathway in the evening light, noting many Australian 
Shelduck (450) and other water birds. Limeburner's Bay 


eBird list https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S64553294 


The board walk allowed us to access the extensive salt 
marsh and mangroves fringing the estuary. Jenny 
explained how the mangroves dropped seeds that have 
already started to sprout. Mangroves are slowly 
increasing in numbers across the Port Phillip area, 
probably in response to climate change. Additional plants 
of note in this area included two Wilsonia species. An 
extensive patch of Silky Wilsonia W. humilis was 
observed close to the lagoon shoreline, while Narrow-leaf 
Wilsonia W. backhousei was growing in profusion in the 
saline waters edging sections of the boardwalk. 


As we walked back to the carpark with the sun setting, 
some of us stopped to investigate a limestone quarry not 
far from the path. We wonder what the workers who 
toiled there long ago would make of our group? Perhaps 
they too would have enjoyed experiencing the many 
aspects of nature found here. 


References 
Ganley, R. (2018) The enigma of Snake Island: The 
history of Corio Bay's northern shore. Geelong. 
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Bracteole on stem of Atriplex paludosa ssp. paludosa Salicornia blackiana Photos: Lorraine Phelan 


Incidental plant list, Avalon Beach bo ou o Additional plants seen at 
imeburners Lagoon 


cientific name 
sphodelus fistulosus vicennia marina ssp. australasica 
triplex paludosa ssp. paludosa triplex sp. Saltbush 
Disphyma crassifolium ssp. clavellatum inadia nutans ssp. nutans Nodding Saltbush 
Narrow-leaf Wilsonia 


Distichlis distichophylla Australian Salt-grass 
Eleusine tristachya American Crows-foot Grass ^ | Wilsonia humilis Silky Wilsonia 
^|ntroduced/naturalised species | .— | 


rankenia pauciflora var. gunnii Southern Sea-heath 
Heliotropium europaeum Common Heliotrope ^ 


Lycium ferocissimum African Box-thorn ^ 


r 
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Wilsonia backhousei 


Malva parviflora Small-flowered Mallow ^ 


Marrubium vulgare 


Plantago sp. Plantain ^ 
Salicornia blackiana Thick-head Glasswort 


alicornia quinqueflora ssp. quinqueflora |Beaded Glasswort 


uaeda australis Austral Sea-blite 


Tecticornia arbuscula Shrubby Glasswort 


Tecticornia halocnemoides ssp. Grey Glasswort 
halocnemoides 


Threlkeldia diffusa Coast Bonefruit 





Geelong Naturalist March 2020 3 


Waterbird Satellite Tracking Update 


Heather McGinness, 
Senior Research Scientist, Land and Water, CSIRO 


(A note provided by Heather to follow her excellent the efficiency of environmental water management 
presentation on this topic at the December 2019 General (applying water to the right places at the right times) 
Meeting.) thereby ensuring better chances of successful future 


M y colleagues and | have been satellite-tracking the argenti eventsednd waterolre/neontüment 


movements of Straw-necked lbis, Royal Spoonbills For more information on the research and maps of 


and Australian White Ibis across eastern Australia since waterbird movements, visit the project's website: 

the spring of 2016. Starting from 2020 we plan to also https://research.csiro.au/ewkrwaterbirds/. You can also 
track the movements of Australasian Bitterns and other stay in touch with satellite tracking updates and waterbird 
species. The research is funded by the Commonwealth information in general via the project’s Facebook page 
Environmental Water Office and aims to fill knowledge Waterbirds Australia, Twitter (@AusWaterbirds) and 
gaps regarding waterbird movements in order to improve Instagram (@waterbirds_ australia). 


February butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


ewer butterflies and mostly small-sized varieties this past month. Green Grass-darts, Saltbush Blues and Common 
Grass-blues were observed. No Common Browns at all. It has not been butterfly weather, and there have been 
few observers sending in reports. 


Observers: 
BML, Bernie Lingham; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; RLw, Rod Lowther. 


Green Grass-dart 3/2/20 Highton 1 
17/2/20 Highton Several seen in garden, mainly on Erigeron sp. 
(Seaside Daisy), on first sunny day for a while. 
EE | 18/2/20 1 in plantings near bird hide 3.30 p.m.; humid after 
rain. 


Yellow Admiral 8/2/20 1 flying low through salt marsh. 
8/2/20 Connewarre 2 flying along Belchers Lane in bright sun and strong 
easterly wind. 
Saltbush Blue 1/2/20 At least 6 around bird hide 8.30 a.m. 


18/2/20 Jerringot At least 20 in plantings near bird hide in humid 
weather after rain 3.30 p.m 


Common Grass-blue | 9/2/20 At least 20 in paddocks. 
11/2/20 Murray Road, 25* seen flying low over the grass and salt marsh 
Point Lonsdale vegetation during a 1 km walk along the grassy 
verges of Murray Rd. 
17/2/20 Highton Single quite large specimen in garden. On Erigeron, | GP 
not grass. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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Are you ready for the next Wild Pollinator Count? 


pee has lots of wild pollinator insects that are 
often overlooked because honey bees get a lot of 
attention in the media (as crop pollinators), and we are 
familiar with them in our home gardens and in the bush. 


The Wild Pollinator Count is a citizen scientist event held 
twice a year. It aims to build a database on wild pollinator 
activity and collects information on which of our native 
bee species, thousands of butterfly and moth species, 
beetles, ants, wasps, flies, and thrips can be documented 
as pollinators of flowers (whether native, weedy or exotic 
plant species). 


Insects visiting plants are not always acting as pollinators, 
and flower pollinators are not just insects. Pollinators may 
include birds such as honeyeaters and Rainbow 
Lorikeets; mammals such as bats and Honey Possums. 
Plants offer pollen and/or nectar meals, guiding 
pollinators to the flowers by using scent and visual cues. 
For example, while sipping nectar from yellow gum 
flowers, pollen becomes attached to the forehead and 
throat of birds, and maybe even to papillae on their 
tongues, where it hitches a ride to the next flower. 


Australia’s terrestrial orchids offer some fascinating 
examples of flowers that have evolved specialised 
features to attract specific pollinators. Male wasps 
(usually thynnine wasps) are attracted to the patterned 
labellum (lip) of many spider and tongue orchids because 
orchid structures, such as calli and colour patterns, mimic 
female wasps of those species. Also scent produced by 
glands in hairs or clubs on the sepals/petals of orchids 
mimic a receptive female wasp. The male wasp attempts 
to mate with the flower, triggering the labellum, enclosing 
the wasp and pushing it further into the flower. Here the 
insect may inadvertently pick up the sticky pollinia (pollen 
package). At its visit to another flower it may leave the 
pollinia behind when the new flower’s labellum is 
triggered—hopefully a flower of the same orchid species! 





Thynnine wasp on a Large Tongue Orchid appears to be 
trying to copulate with the flower. 


Photo: Helen Schofield 


Helen Schofield 


Not all orchids actually offer a food reward! However, 
Mayfly and Small Mosquito orchids (Acianthus sp.) do 
offer a nectar reward. Nectar is secreted in a depression 
near the base of the labellum, resulting in pollen sticking 
to the insect’s back. Gnat orchids (Cyrtostylis sp.) also 
offer a nectar reward. Nectar on the labellum midline 
draws the pollinator towards the reproductive structures, 
resulting in pollinia sticking to their thorax. Native bees, 
small flies and fungus gnats are some of the pollinators of 
smaller orchid flowers. 


Like European Honey Bees, native bees also feed on 
nectar and pollen. Many of Australia’s 2000 or so native 
bee species live a solitary life. They lay their young as 
eggs and before sealing the cavity place a ball of pollen 
for their young to snack on after hatching. 





t E oT I L X. r4 — 
Blue-banded Bee on a sage plant, Geelong Botanic 


Gardens, 


Photo: Lance Breguet 


The Autumn 2020 Wild Pollinator Count will take place 
between 12-19 April. There will be a Spring count in 
mid-November. To register, obtain instructions (they are 
easy!) and record your ten-minute count details of the 
what (insect), where (location) and when (time of day). 
Visit the website for further information 


wildpollinatorcount.com 


This activity offers an ideal way to interest people of all 
ages in our biodiversity. An excellent place to start is to 
visit the perennial border and the pollinator garden at the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. In the bush, look for flower 
spiders which live among flowers and lie in wait for an 
unsuspecting insect pollinator to visit. They too are part of 
the fascinating ecology. 


References 

Mayfield, E. (2006) Flora of the Otway Plain and Ranges 
7. Linton Press, Geelong. 

Wild Pollinator Count www.wildpollinatorcount.com 


Wikipedia https://www.wikipedia.org/ 
(various general articles on pollination in Australia). 
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February bird observations—some highlights 


he dedication of the bird observers of the Geelong 

region in submitting records to the GFNC every 
month is once more clearly evidenced by the long list of 
very interesting observations on the Club website this 
month. In addition, there is an ever-growing number of 
observer bird-lists added to the eBird Australia database 
each month, and from across the region. These records 
cover an amazing array of habitats and locations and 
give a very good picture of where birds are being seen 
over this past month—during which welcome rain has 
continued. A link to the full list of sightings is below, but 
several species warrant further note in this highlights 
report. 


Last month’s highlights featured news of the rarely 
recorded Australian Little Bittern being detected by call 
from Hospital Swamp. This month we have had 
numerous records of the related Australasian Bittern. A 
much larger and stockier bird than its diminutive relative, 
it is none the less a very secretive species that always 
causes a thrill if seen or heard in our local freshwater 
wetlands. Australasian Bitterns have a thick neck and 
streaked brown and buff plumage that blends perfectly 
with its usual habitat of reeds and tall sedges. During the 
month numerous birds were flushed from the shin-deep 
densely vegetated areas of Reedy Lake. Bursting from 
the dense vegetation, they fly with slow owl-like 
wingbeats to a more distant site—thankfully giving 
observers a little more opportunity to enjoy their 
discovery. They forage in this type of habitat slowly 
stalking their prey of frogs, eels and other medium-sized 
aquatic animals. Occasionally these birds wander into 
brackish wetlands and saltmarsh—as recorded at 
Breamlea several years ago. One record this month was 
a bird flying silently over Hospital Swamps at dusk while 
observers were hoping to hear the Australian Little 
Bittern. The Australasian Bittern is also detected with 
its deep penetrating ‘ooohm’ call drifting across these 
sites at night when breeding. Like other bittern species 
they are well known to thrust their bill skywards if 
disturbed where their streaked throat blends perfectly 
with their reedy surrounds. 


The February Bird Group presentation by Andy Bennett 
captivated with stories of bird movement into the desert 
regions when conditions allow for opportunistic breeding. 
The Banded Stilt was one of the three species studied 
by Deakin University researchers. After a fairly long 


6 Geelong Naturalist March 2020 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


absence from our local area, this month numerous 
Banded Stilt records came in. In complete contrast to 
the Australasian Bittern, Banded Stilts prefer saline 
and hypersaline wetlands. So it is not a surprise that 
Moolap and Avalon Saltworks, Lake Victoria, Lake 
Corangamite and Lake Gnarpurt are some of the 
favoured sites where birds are first detected in our region 
after a, sometimes long, absence. These enigmatic and 
delicate shorebirds are highly gregarious and are usually 
seen in flocks of dozens to many hundreds or even 
thousands feeding on brine shrimp and other 
invertebrates. They frequently associate with 
Red-necked Avocets and, to a lesser extent, Pied 
Stilts. Banded Stilts are basically white with a fine very 
straight black bill and black wings with pink legs. A 
beautiful chestnut breast band develops but is absent on 
juveniles or non-breeding birds. It is a stunning site to 
see a highly mobile flock actively foraging across a 
shallow wetland or a densely packed flock of many 
hundreds of birds statuesquely roosting. 


Please visit the GFNC web-site at https:// 


www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 

and continue to add your complete lists and incidental 
records to https://ebird.org/australia/region/AU-VIC- 
GGE?yr=all 


Observers: 

Andy Taylor, Angus Hartshorn, Brad Ferrier, Brett Smith, 
Chris White, Chrissy Freestone, Colin Cannard, 

Craig Morley, David Tytherleigh, Dean Hewish, 
Deborah Evans, Geoff Gates, George Appleby, 

Glenn Fletcher, Graham Possingham, Guy Dutson, 
Jeff Dagg, Jennie Turner, Jennifer Carr, 

Jenny Possingham, John Newman, Karyn Brown, 
Kelly Clitheroe, Lorraine Phelan, Lynne Clarke, 
Margaret Alcorn, Marilyn Hewish, Paul Schillier, 

Peter Sullivan, Phil Hunter, Richard Alcorn, Rob Bone, 
Richard Weatherly, Rodney Long, Ross Auchettl, 
Rustem Upton, Sam White, Summer Wader Count, 
Tom Fletcher, Trevor Hodson, Troy Zanker, 

Wendy Cook. 


February invertebrates report 


lub members’ observations in the GFNC 

Invertebrates Collection on i/Naturalist continued to 
accumulate with 155 new observation added in 
February—76 of these have been assessed as ‘Research 
Grade’. The project now totals 1110 observations of 461 
species. 


For a record to be classed as Research Grade, the 
iNaturalist quality assurance process requires 
observations to be validated by at least two people who 
support the species identification. A set of rules governs 
disagreements which may occur when multiple people are 
involved in species discussion. 


As a citizen scientists project, ‘Naturalist depends on 
people not only submitting observations but also, and 
equally importantly, acting in the role of ‘identifiers’. 
Anyone can act as an identifier, but for difficult, unusual or 
uncommon species, we have found that subject matter 
specialists are eager to assist with many of our 
observations. Identifiers from around the world, as well as 
local experts, have assisted in identifying species added 
to the GFNC Invertebrates Collection, including those who 
specialise in certain insect categories, such as Odanata 
(dragonflies and damselflies) or Orthoptera (grasshoppers 
and crickets). Even so, it can take many months for some 
invertebrate observations to be classified to species level 
and therefore Research Grade. Indeed, some 
observations may never achieve that status due to the 
photo of the observation lacking necessary details, or in 
particular not showing the diagnostic features of the plant, 
fungus or animal that separates it from other species 
within its genus or family. Only observation data that has 
been classified as Research Grade is migrated to the 
Atlas of Living Australia. My invertebrates report, 
published in the Geelong Naturalist, will only list Research 
Grade observations or, where we are confident to do so, 
observations at genus level. 


Rod Lowther 


Of interest this month: 

Jane Morrow found a Yellow-spotted Epicoma moth 
Epicoma contristis at Ocean Grove. This unusually 
coloured moth is noted for its unusual behaviour. It acts 
dead by lying down and striking a pose with its abdomen 
curved and displaying its orange anal tuft when 
threatened. The lava of this species feed on a range of 
common plants including Casuarinas, Eucalypts, 
Leptospermum and Melaleucas which are all common in 
the area. 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/observations/38404800 


Bernie Lingham observed a Black-scaped Bull Ant 
Myrmecia nigriscapa at the Ocean Gove Nature Reserve. 
The excellent photo shows the ant carrying a beetle—no 
doubt off to a nearby colony. 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/observations/38458583 


21 observations were recorded of Flies from 15 genera or 
species. A notable observation included the very nasty 
looking Neoaratus hercules—quite as large as the 
scientific name of the creature would imply. This 
observation was made by John Newman near Deans 
Marsh. 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/observations/38453990 


The GFNC Invertebrates Collection, which includes 
photos of the insects and spiders observed, can be 
viewed at 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc-invertebrates- 
collection 


Please note: Club observation records held on the GFNC 
website are also uploaded to the At/as of Living Australia. 
The club performs a quality assurance process by 
validating records. Identifications are of Research Grade 
quality. 








Neoaratus hercules Epicoma contristis 


Photo: John Newman 


Photo: Jane Morrow 





Myrmecia nigriscapa 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 
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City Nature Challenge 


The City Nature Challenge is running from April 24—27, 2020. This is the first time Australian cities have participated in 
the event which now has over 250 cities participating from around the world. Cities will be seeking to record as many 
observations as possible over the 4-day period. Observations are not just of invertebrates as the scope includes all life 
forms—plants, animals and fungi. The creatures observed do not be need to be alive as a life form can be evidenced 
through elements such as a nest, feather, seashell, animal scat etc. 


To participate in the event, register with iNaturalist. We strongly recommend you do that now to become familiar with 
the website and/or the phone app. Sign up at https://www.inaturalist.org/ The app can be downloaded from both the 
Apple and Google stores depending on your type of phone or tablet. 


You can read more about the City Nature Challenge at https://citynaturechallenge.org/ Rod Lowther will be talking about 
the event at the upcoming Geelong Nature Forum, as well as at engagements being held with several Friends and 
Landcare Groups in the period leading up to our local Geelong BioBlitz, running over the ANZAC holiday long weekend. 
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Fauna survey report—Jinda Park, Bambra 
6—9 February 2020 


ntroduction 

The GFNC has carried out a number of fauna surveys 
in the Bambra area since 2002. At the Fauna Group 
meeting in January it was agreed that we would 
concentrate on the broad Bambra area during this year, 
so this was the first for 2020. We were fortunate to be 
able to camp on Saturday night at the Bambra Public 
Hall, just 5 km from Jinda Park. 


The site chosen was along a steep valley of Wormbete 
Creek (east branch). At the time of our survey, there was 
no flow in the stream, but several pools of water still 
remained, shaded by various shrub species. 


Elliott traps 
We set three transects each of 10; one along the 


stream-bed and two in the grassy woodland on the 
slopes above the gorge. They were left in place for three 
nights; however, no small mammals were caught. 


Harp traps 
Two harps were set for three nights. The weather was 


quite cool, particularly on the third night. On each of the 
first two nights, several black beetles, including one 
large click-beetle and one hide-beetle (Trox sp.) were in 
the traps. However, there were none on the third night, 
suggesting that the weather had been too cold for insect, 
and, hence, bat activity. No moths were caught in the 
harps. 


Results 
07/02/20: Eastern False Pipistrelle-one male 


Lesser long-eared Bat-one male 
08/02/20: Large Forest Bat-one male, five female 
09/02/20: nil 


Spotlight search 
On 8 February a search for nocturnal mammals was 


undertaken at night. 


Results 

Yellow-bellied Glider: one seen and two heard calling. 
Several trees bore the V-notched scars that are made by 
the gliders to feed on the sap. 


Sugar Glider: one seen. 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Incidental mammal sightings 
Short-beaked Echidna: some diggings, probably by 


echidnas, noted in the woodland areas. One echidna 
seen in the general area, but not on the survey site. 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: small numbers noted in the 
woodland area. 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: one heard calling 
intermittently. 


Garden Skink: several small lizards seen were probably 
this species. 


Birds (see table below) 


Other observations 
While there was no attempt made to undertake a 
comprehensive plant list, the following notes were made. 


Tussock grass Poa sp.: noted in woodland area. 


Maidenhair Fern Adiantum sp.: noted growing along the 
creek gully. 


Hyacinth Orchid Dipodium roseum: several plants were 
flowering. 


Prickly Currant-bush Coprosma quadrifida: many of the 
plants had large amounts of ripe fruit. 


Drooping Mistletoe Amyema pendula ssp. pendula: 
several plants. 


Creeping Mistletoe Muellerina eucalyptoides: small 
number noted that appeared to be flowering. 


A wide variety of eucalypts was also noted including the 
blue gums E. bicostata and E. globulus, Mountain 
Grey-gum E. cypellocarpa, Manna Gum E. viminalis and 
Messmate Stringybark E. obliqua that was flowering. 
Scent-barks E. aromaphloia were present along Jinda 
Park Road. 


Both male and female Common Browns, and Marbled 
Xenicas were present but no other butterflies were seen. 


Thanks 

Thanks to Richard and Jennifer Morrow for providing 
easy access to their property, and Jennifer for arranging 
hire of the Bambra hall. Barry, Guy, George and Chrissy 
compiled the bird list and provided other details of the 
fauna and vegetation. 


Wedge-tailed Eagle Bae: White-throated Treecreeper P Brown Thornbill | 


Laughing Kookaburra 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Yellow-faced Honeyeater I 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 


Eastern Spinebill 


Grey Shrikethrush 


Eastern Yellow Robin 
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Crimson Rosella — White-browed Scrubwren he Red-browed Finch 
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Southern Water Skink, Bambra Wetlands, 22/02/2020 





Photo: Trevor Pescott 





EX | PA Exp. 
V-notched scars made by Yellow-bellied Gliders to feed on the sap, 
09/02/2020 





Photo: Barry Lingham 


February fauna report 


here have been some particularly interesting 
sightings of mammals in the last month, from 
kangaroos to gliders and bats. 


Common Wombat: when driving out of the Wombat 
State Forest at 3.15 a.m. on 27 January, Ross Auchettl 
noted one ‘waddle casually’ across Firth Road, and about 
half-an-hour later, he saw another grazing beside the 
Bacchus Marsh Road. 


Koala: one heard calling from beside Sheoak Creek in 
the Otway Ranges on 6 February (PHm) and two males 
heard calling aggressively from beside Brisbane Track in 
the Brisbane Ranges on 13 February (BFe). 


Common Brushtail Possum: one seen on 26 January in 
the main bird hide at Serendip Sanctuary, awake and 
fairly tame; it walked away into the storage room when 
disturbed by visitors (GP,JPo). 


Yellow-bellied Glider: one of the iconic mammals in the 
Otway Ranges, two heard calling from trees growing 
beside Sheoak Creek about 500 m downstream from the 
picnic ground on 6 February (PHm). (Also, see the report 
of our Jinda Park fauna survey p. 9). 


Common Ringtail Possum: two together, then a third, 
noted at night in the Wombat State Forest on 26 January 
(RAu), and another seen asleep on the rafters in the 
Wader Bird Hide at Serendip Sanctuary on the same day 
(GP,JPo). 


Feathertail Glider: while walking along Burnt Mill Road 
in the Wombat State Forest at night on 26 January, Ross 
Auchettl saw a glider briefly and took a few photographs. 
‘When | checked the photos later, | realised it was a 
feathertail—only the tail was visible in the photo, but it is 
unmistakable’. 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: 27 on Brisbane Track, 
Brisbane Ranges on 13 February, ‘it was a complete mob 
with adults, immature and juveniles’ (BFe). At Avalon on 
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16 February, five noted, ‘I did not expect to see 
kangaroos in this area’ (BL). 


Swamp Wallaby: nine seen during a 20 km walk at night 
in the Wombat State Forest, from Firth Road to Lloyd 
Track, Burnt Mill Road, Saltwater Road and back to the 
car, on 26 January (RAu). One road-killed on Pigdons 
Road, Waurn Ponds on 11 February (CFr). 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: 20 flying north-west over North 
Geelong at night on 30 January. On 6 February about 
150 seen over North Geelong at night; most going 
north-west, some to the west and a few to the north. 
Several were low, possibly going to local trees to feed 
(GL). 


White-striped Freetail Bat: one heard calling at night in 
North Geelong on 2 February (GL). 


Microbats: one—possibly a Lesser Long-eared Bat due 
to its distinctive flight—noted at North Geelong on 6 
February; two noted there on 17 February (GL). 


Feral Cat: at Coimadai on 26 January at night, a female 
seen shepherding two kittens into a paddock beside the 
Bacchus Marsh Road—possibly they belong to someone 
but more likely they were ferals (RAu). 


Red Fox: one ran across the Bacchus Marsh Road at 
Coimadai at 3.35 a.m. on 27 January (RAu). At 6.15 a.m. 
on 2 February, one seen on the driveway of an urban 
dwelling in Ocean Grove; ‘it watched me as | slowly drove 
past’ (BL). 


The several heavy falls of rain over the last month have 
encouraged frogs to become rather more vocal than in 
the past year. Many of the wetlands that had been dry 
have been rejuvenated and so our reports of frogs are 
abundant and diverse in species. A few lizards have been 
seen and two snakes this month. | have used the names 
from Reptiles of Victoria by Robertson and Coventry, with 
Cogger’s names in brackets. 


Eastern Banjo Frog: heard calling from Begola Wetlands 
in Ocean Grove on 27 January, and at Lara West on 15 
February several heard calling from the new lake which 
currently has a very high water level (GP,JPo). 


Spotted Grass Frog: several heard at Lara West, calling 
from the new lake on 17 February (GP,JPo). 


Growling Grass Frog: one heard at Begola Wetlands, 
Ocean Grove on 29 January, ‘the first | have heard here; | 
haven't found any other documented records’ (GD). 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: one heard calling from 
beside Sheoak Creek in the Otway Ranges, 500 m 
downstream from the picnic ground on 6 February, and 
one heard calling upstream from Allenvale near Lorne on 
13 February (PHm). One heard at Breakwater on 18 
February (GL) and another at Bambra Wetlands on 22 
February (TP). 


Eastern Common Froglet: several heard calling from the 
new lake at Lara West on 15 February (GP,JPo). 


Marbled Gecko: one found at Balliang among a stack of 
house bricks on 1 February (BFe); another in a letter-box 
in Belmont on 17 February (RLw). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: two under tiles at Rice 
Reserve on 20 February (TP). Unfortunately, most of the 
25 tiles placed in the grassland near the car-park have 
been removed or smashed. 


Black Rock Skink: noted on basalt rocks alongside Lake 
Corangamite at Pomborneit North on 25 January (GD). 


Southern Water Skink: an adult and two newborns on 
rocks at the creek crossing in the Bambra Wetlands on 13 
February (TP). 


White's Skink: two newborns beside an adult in the 
place at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 3 February 
where they are often seen (GD). 


Glossy Grass Skink (Swampland Cool Skink): one on 
the Swan Bay boardwalk, Murray Road, Point Lonsdale 
on 11 February (BML). 


Spencer's Skink (Tree-climbing Cool Skink): at Peter's 
Hill, Bambra, five seen on dead, and one living, tree 
trunks on the south side of the Bambra-Aireys Inlet Road 
on 23 February (CFr,GA). 


Metallic (Cool) Skink: one on the Swan Bay boardwalk, 
Murray Road, Point Lonsdale on 11 February (BML). 


Weasel Skink: one observed at North Geelong on 10 
February (GL). 


Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard: about 30 cm long, lying in 
sunshine among bracken on 24 January (AW). 


Eastern Blue-tongue Lizard: on 4 February one seen in 
improved paddock with little or no natural or ungrazed 
grassland at Armstrong Creek, 'an unusual place to find a 
blue-tongue lizard' (GD). 


Jacky Lizard: Point Lonsdale on 23 February, on the 
ground at the edge of the vegetation on the roadside near 
the entrance to 2W beach access track (DE,CG). 


White-lipped Snake: about 40 cm long, lying across the 
Jamieson Creek walking track in dappled sunlight on 22 
January. It remained motionless allowing good 
observation (AW). 


Lowland Copperhead: one sunning itself beside the Rail 
Trail at Drysdale on 2 February (GD). 


Observers: AW, Alison Watson; BFe, Brad Ferrier; BL 
Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy 
Freestone; CG, Chris Graunas; DE, Deborah Evans; GP 
Graham Possingham; GA, George Appleby; GD, Guy 
Dutson; GL, Grace Lewis; JPo, Jenny Possingham; PHm, 
Peter Homan; RAu, Ross Auchettl; RLw Rod Lowther; 
TP, Trevor Pescott. 





Next fauna survey 


Bambra (focused on Peter’s Hill) 


The next fauna survey is scheduled for Thursday 5-Sunday 8 March and will be held at Bambra, with Peter's Hill the 
focal point. The site is about 6 km from Bambra along the Bambra-Aireys Inlet Road. It is the site of a tall fire-watch 


tower. 


We have conducted a survey there in the past, so this weekend will be an opportunity to do a simple comparison. 


Our 'target' species are Dusky Antechinus, Spencer's Skink and bats—although we will be searching for others as 


well. 


We hope to be able to conduct a night walk to search for possums, including the Yellow-bellied Glider. 


Dates and times as follows: 


Thursday 5 March 1.00 p.m.-meet at the Peter's Hill fire tower on the Bambra-Airey's Inlet Road for preliminary set- 


up. 


Friday 6—Sunday 8 March 8.00 a.m.—meet at the fire tower each morning to check the equipment. 


Saturday 7 March 8.00 p.m.—meet at the fire tower for the night walk. 


For those wishing to camp out, the nearest site is Hammonds Road camping area where there are basic facilities 


available. 


If you intend coming on any of the days, please contact Trevor on ppescott@gmail.com 
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GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 15 March 2020 


Frogwood Arboretum (Deans Marsh) and Bambra Wetlands 


Leaders: John Newman and Rustem Upton 


Frogwood Arboretum is a major self-funded project undertaken by Deans Marsh landholder and architect James 
Maund. While we explore this 40 hectare property James will provide us with an outline of the theory and principles that 
have informed the design and development of the arboretum, as well as his management of the remnant native 
vegetation that is also found on the property. In the afternoon we will visit Bambra Wetlands, a site that has been the 
subject of restoration works by local landcare groups. 


Frogwood Aboretum is generally not open to the public, so this is a great opportunity to explore this large-scale 
landscape design project. More information can be found at https://www.frogwood.com.au 


Meet: 9:00 a.m. at the Deans Marsh General Store, at the corner of Birregurra-Deans Marsh Rd and 
Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Rd. We will then travel in convoy the short distance to the arboretum. Depending on how 
many cars we have, we may Car pool this short distance. There are toilets at the arboretum. 


After lunch we shall travel to Bambra Wetlands (Retreat Creek Streamside Reserve), corner of Winchelsea-Deans 
Marsh Rd and Brickmakers Rd, Bambra. Finish time approximately 4.00 p.m. 


Bring: Picnic lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides and insect 
repellent as needed. 


Note that all GFNC excursions are cancelled on days of Total Fire Ban. Check the GFNC Facebook Page for 
updates. 


Contact: John Newman 0409 955 313 email: microhouse3@gmail.com or Rustem Upton 0439 414 398 email: 
uptonrustem@gmail.com 


Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 26 March 2020 


Wooloomanata in late summer/early autumn 
Leader: Craig Morley 


Join us for another opportunity to visit this fascinating area to investigate and enjoy the avifauna of Wooloomanata—a 
wonderful spot. 


We sincerely thank the owners for granting permission to visit in order for us to keep building a picture of the bird life. 
We will be exploring a new area, as well as walking along the creek. We expect it will be dry but, with the change of 
seasons and the late January/February rainfall, we never quite know what to expect; so, come along and join in. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. inside the entrance to Wooloomanata off Sandy Creek Rd. Google maps: 


https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/37%C2%B056'13.5%225+144%C2%B023'35.2%22E/@- 
3/.937088,144.3909323,693m/dataz!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!18s0x0:0x0!7e2!8m2!3d-37.9370883!4d144.393121 





Or grid reference -37.937105, 144.393197 


Craig will be waiting here. Please be punctual, as you may get left behind. We will drive into the property and park well 
away from the main road. 


NB: No car-pooling arrangements have been made at other venues for travel to Wooloomanata but please try to 
contact others to reduce car numbers. 


Finish: approximately mid-day or later if you wish to stay for lunch. 


Bring: Water/drinks and light snacks to carry. Some very important items to bring: binoculars, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, hat, raingear, a warm jacket and sturdy shoes/boots, camera (optional), telescope (optional). Please bring 
lunch if you'd like to stay on. 


Contact: Craig 5221 4604 (or 042 919 6634 on the morning of the excursion). 
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Coming events 





MARCH 2020 


1 
3 


5-8 
10 


15 
16 
19 
25 
26 
28 


‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 

General Meeting: Pizza tea followed by Alison 
Pouliot—The secret world of garden fungi 

Fauna survey 

Plant Group: Barry and Bernie Lingham—Greenhoods 


7 


9-12 
14 


of autumn and early winter 


16 


Excursion: Frogwood Arboretum; Bambra Wetlands 


Committee meeting 


Bird Group: Jeff Davies—ID puzzles Part Il 


GFN Environment Fund committee 


Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata in Autumn 
Geelong Nature Forum in partnership with CoGG 


17-19 
20 
23 
24 
26 


APRIL 2020 


AGM—Members Night: Trevor Pescott—Three early 
naturalists of the Geelong region 

Fauna survey 

Plant Group: Phil Hunter—Surveying grasslands 
(planning for excursion) 

Bird Group: Richard Weatherly—Three generations on 
a farm—the importance of habitat 

SEANA activity (AGM)—Hamilton 

New committee meeting 

Bird Group Excursion: Batesford 

City Nature Challenge BioBlitz Weekend 

Excursion: Armstrong Creek & Mt Duneed grasslands 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
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Trevor Pescott 
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Chrissy Freestone 
Vacant 
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